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PhD Dissertation, Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro — My childbirth, my
rules”: activism, communication and body politics in Rede Parto do Principio

Professor Clarissa Carvalho is an anthropologist and journalist whose ethnographic research
focuses on motherhood/mothering and social activism for the humanization of birth in Brazil,
especially in digital environments. She received her M.A. in Anthropology at Piaui Federal
University (Brazil) and her PhD in Social Communication from Pontifical Catholic
University of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). For her dissertation, she investigated the activism in
favor of the humanization of birth in Brazil, analyzing the actions and narratives related to
humanized birth and the body among women who were engaged as political subjects in an
activist collective. Her research explores class and race tensions in the arena of sexual and
reproductive rights during the period in which the concept of humanized birth - and all the
different services and products that steam from it - was becoming not only popular in Brazil,
but especially available as a commodity.

Professor Carvalho has previously taught gender studies, sociology, anthropology, urban
studies and communication/journalism in several universities in Brazil, and also in
Worcester State University. She has also been involved with research and outreach
activities with immigrant populations, especially Latino and Brazilian, in the Latino
Education Institute (WSU) and the Mauricio Gaston Institute for Latino Community
Development and Public Policy (UMass Boston).

As a journalist, she has worked in newspapers, radio and TV stations in Brazil, as a
reporter, researcher, producer, presenter and columnist.
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