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I.  Academic Appointments

Associate Professor of English, College of the Holy Cross, 2013-present

Assistant Professor of English, College of the Holy Cross, 2006-2013
Lecturer, History and Literature, Harvard University, 2005-06

II.  Education
Harvard University, Ph.D., English and American Literature and Language, November 2005

Harvard Graduate School of Education, Ed.M., 1996

Harvard College, A.B., History and Literature, magna cum laude, 1994

III.  Publications
Book

Imagining Otherwise: How Readers Help to Write Nineteenth-Century Novels.  Princeton University Press, 2024.
Articles and Book Chapters
“The Victorian Novel and Its Readers.”  In The Oxford Handbook of the Victorian Novel, ed. Lisa 

Rodensky, 111-128.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013.

“The Psychology of Reading and the Victorian Novel.”  Literature Compass 9.2 (2012): 199-212.

“‘Those Who Idle Over Novels’: Victorian Critics and Post-Romantic Readers.”  In A Return to the 

Common Reader: Print Culture and the Novel, 1850-1900, ed. Beth Palmer and Adelene Buckland, 55-68.  Farnham, Surrey, England: Ashgate, 2011.

 “‘Making Out’ Jane Eyre.”  ELH 74.3 (Fall 2007): 557-581.

“Reading Ahead in George Eliot.”  Novel: A Forum on Fiction 39 (Fall 2005): 25-47.

Short Articles
“B-Sides: Virginia Woolf’s Flush” (1,200 words).  Public Books 3 December 2020. http://www.publicbooks.org/b-sides-virginia-woolfs-flush/
“Reader” (1,100 words).  Victorian Literature and Culture 46 (Fall-Winter 2018): 820-823.
“Libraries” (3,500 words).  Blackwell Encyclopedia of Victorian Literature, ed. Dino Felluga, Pamela 

Gilbert, and Linda K. Hughes.  Blackwell Publishing, 2015. 
“Introduction: Reading Time” (1,000 words).  ELN 46.1 (Spring/Summer 2008): 91-93.  Guest-

edited and introduced this cluster of six essays within special issue on “Time and the Arts.”  

Reviews
Review of Tyson Stolte, Dickens and Victorian Psychology: Introspection, First-Person Narration, and the Mind. Nineteenth-Century Contexts, forthcoming.
Review of Andrew Stauffer, Book Traces: Nineteenth-Century Readers and the Future of the Library.  Keats-Shelley Journal, forthcoming.

Review of David Sweeney Coombs, Reading with the Senses in Victorian Literature and Science.  Nineteenth-Century Literature (2020) 75 (3): 399–403.
Review of Carolyn de la L. Oulton, Dickens and the Myth of the Reader.  Victorian Studies 60 (Spring 

2018): 519-521.
Review of Elisha Cohn, Still Life: Suspended Development in the Victorian Novel.  Review 19, 9 April 

2017, www.nbol-19.org/view_doc.php?index=477.

Review of Gregory Tate, The Poet’s Mind: The Psychology of Victorian Poetry 1830-1870.  Notes and 

Queries 63 (December 2016): 645-646.
Review of Narrative Middles: Navigating the Nineteenth-Century British Novel, ed. Caroline Levine 


and Mario Ortiz-Robles.  Nineteenth-Century Contexts: An Interdisciplinary Journal 36.3 (2014): 294-297.
Review of Sarah Winter, The Pleasures of Memory: Learning to Read with Charles Dickens.  Victorian Studies 55 (Winter 2013): 317-19.
Review of Adela Pinch, Thinking about Other People in Nineteenth-Century British Writing. Review of 

English Studies (2012) 63 (261): 695-697.
Review of Victorian Vulgarity: Taste in Verbal and Visual Culture, ed. Susan David Bernstein and 

Elsie Michie. Dickens Quarterly 27 (September 2010): 238-241.
Review of Nicholas Dames, The Physiology of the Novel: Reading, Neural Science, and the Form of 

Victorian Fiction. Nineteenth-Century Contexts 32 (September 2010): 263-265. 
Reviews (300-400 words each).  Routledge Annotated Bibliography of English Studies, 2009-10,

<http://www.routledgeabes.com/>.

Reviews of: William Cohen, Embodied: Victorian Literature and the Senses; Nicholas Dames, The 

Physiology of the Novel: Reading, Neural Science, and the Form of Victorian Fiction; Adam Frank, “Medium Poe”; David Kurnick, “Empty Houses: Thackeray's Theater of Interiority”; Alison 

Hoddinott, “Reading Books and Looking at Pictures in the Novels of Charlotte Bronte”; Jed 

Mayer, “The Expression of the Emotions in Man and Laboratory Animals”; and Andrew H. Miller, 

The Burdens of Perfection: On Ethics and Reading in Nineteenth-Century British Literature.  

Review of Glenda Norquay, Robert Louis Stevenson and Theories of Reading.  Victorian Studies 50 

(Spring 2008): 493-95.

IV.  Awards and Fellowships

Mary Louise Marfuggi Award for Academic Advisement, Holy Cross
2020
Faculty Fellowship, College of the Holy Cross



Fall 2017
Summer Faculty Fellowship, College of the Holy Cross


2008

Howard Mumford Jones Prize, Harvard University


2005

“Reverie, Reading, and the Victorian Novel”

Whiting Dissertation Completion Fellowship



2004-05

Bowdoin Graduate English Prize, Harvard University,

“Reading Ahead in George Eliot”




2004

Walter L. Arnstein Prize for Dissertation Research in Victorian Studies,

Midwest Victorian Studies Association



2003

Graduate Society Term-Time Dissertation Fellowship, 

Harvard University






2002

Helen Choate Bell Prize, Harvard University,



“The Decaying Monument: Melville and Historical Memory”
2000

Dexter Fellowship, Harvard University                                     

2000

English Prize Fellowship, Harvard University                                   
1998-2000

V.  Presentations

Invited Talks 

Conference Wrap Up.  Northeast Victorian Studies Association Annual Conference, Johns Hopkins 

University, April 2022.
“Imagining ‘Otherwise’: Middlemarch’s Counterfictions.”  Invited lecture at the Mahindra Humanities 

Center, Harvard University, Victorian Literature and Culture Seminar, April 2015.
“Poring Over Dickens.”  Invited lecture at the Harvard Humanities Center, Cognitive Theory and the 
Arts Seminar, December 2008.

Conference Papers 
“Who Are ‘We’? Revising George Eliot’s ‘Us.’” North American Victorian Studies 

      Association Annual Conference, Bloomington, Indiana, November 2023.
“Reading for the Past.” Modern Language Association Annual Conference, January 2021.
“No Class of Sympathizers in Daniel Deronda.”  North American Victorian Studies 

      Association Annual Conference, Columbus, Ohio, October 2019.
“Middlemarch’s Negations.”  George Eliot 2019: An International Bicentenary Conference, Leicester, 

      UK, July 2019.
“A Full Vision of the Historical Medium; or, Romola’s Boring Parts.”  Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-

Century Studies Conference, Asheville, North Carolina, March 2016.
“‘That Imagined Otherwise’: Middlemarch’s Counterfictions.”  North American Victorian Studies 

Association Annual Conference, London, Ontario, November 2014.
“Austen Over Time.”  Roundtable organizer and participant.  North American Society for the Study of 

Romanticism Annual Conference, Boston University, August 2013.
“Book Butterfly, Browser, English Reader.” Victorian Division Panel, “Victorian Attention.”  Modern 

Language Association Annual Conference, Boston, January 2013.
“Just Browsing: George Eliot’s English Readers.”  Novel Worlds: Society for Novel Studies Conference, Duke University, April 2012.

“Impossible Novel Readers and Barrett Browning’s Novel-Poem.” International Conference on 
Narrative, Las Vegas, March 2012.

“‘Oh! Not Like That’: Trollope and the Work of Identification.”  North American Victorian Studies 

Association Conference, Vanderbilt University, November 2011.

“Teaching Historically Without Chronology.”  Co-authored and presented with Prof. Shawn Maurer.  

Northeast Conference on British Studies Conference, College of the Holy Cross, October 2011.

“‘Patience’: Little Dorrit and Dickens’s Psychology of Reception.”  Dickens Society Symposium, 

Providence College, August 2009.

“On the Pleasures of Releasing Imaginary Prisoners.”  The Pursuit of Happiness: Interdisciplinary 

Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference, Skidmore College, April 2009.

“Reading, Writing and Reverie in Victorian Psychology.”  North American Victorian Studies Association Conference, Purdue University, September 2006.

“Dickens and the Strain of Imagining.”  Victorian Fatigue: the Northeast Victorian Studies Association 

Conference, Drew University, April 2006.

“Periodical Reflections: Victorian Theories of the Readerly Mind.”  Victorian Division Panel, “Writing 

Periodically: Theory.”  Modern Language Association Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., 

December 2005.

“Sensation, Reflection, and Victorian Criticism.”  Narrative: An International Conference, University 
of Louisville, April 2005.

“Charlotte Bronte’s ‘Mental Terrors.’”  Victorian Terrors: the Dickens Project Conference, University 
of California, Santa Cruz, August 2004.

“Hetty’s Dreams: George Eliot and the Psychology of Novel Reading.”  North American Victorian 

Studies Association Conference, Indiana University, October 2003.

“George Eliot’s Visionaries and Victorian Novel Readers.”  Narrative: An International Conference, 

University of California, Berkeley, March 2003.

"'Airy Creations': Hallucination and Victorian Novel Reading."  Modern Language Association Annual 

Conference, New York, December 2002.

"'A Mouthful of Air': Dickens, Breath, and Spontaneous Generation."  Victorian Origins and 
Excavations: the Northeast Victorian Studies Association Conference, Queens University, April 2002.

VI.  Teaching Experience

College of the Holy Cross

English Department:

First- and Second-Year Courses:  Introduction to Literary Studies, Spring 2022, 2023; Touchstones 2b (British and Anglophone Literature): Spring 2024; Fall 2022, 2021, 2019, Spring 2017, 2016; Readings in Nineteenth-Century British Literature: Spring 2013; Fall 2011, Fall 2009, Spring 2008, Spring 2007; Critical Reading and Writing Fiction, Spring 2018, Fall 2016, Fall 2015, Spring 2015, Fall 2012, Fall 2011, Spring 2008, Fall 2007, Spring 2007, Fall 2006.

Upper-Level Courses: Dickensian Fiction, Fall 2024, Fall 2022; Scandalous Novels, Spring 2020 (co-taught with Prof. Mary Conley, History), 2012; Nineteenth-Century British Novel, Fall 2021, Spring 2018, Spring 2015, Spring 2010, Fall 2007, Fall 2006; British Women Writers, Fall 2016; Victorian Poetry, Spring 2013; Dickens Universe, Fall 2012; Victorian Mind, Spring 2007.

Seminars: The Brontes, Spring 2022, 2016, 2008; Dickens, Spring 2017; Rewriting Gender: Novel Pairings (co-taught with Prof. Shawn Maurer), Spring 2011.

English Honors Program Courses: English Honors Colloquium, 2012-13, 2011-12; Research Methods, Fall 2010, Fall 2009.

Montserrat 

Self Cluster:  Twice Told Tales: Fall 2015 and Spring 2016; Coming of Age: Adaptations, 
Spring 2012; Role Models, Spring 2011; Psychology and Modern Fiction, Fall 2009 and Spring 2010.
Core Human Questions Cluster:  Divided Love: Fall 2019 and Spring 2020. Literature of Lost Time: Fall 2018 and Spring 2019.  
Thesis Advising: 

Primary Advisor: English and College Honors thesis on Victorian domesticity, 2022-23. English and College Honors thesis on Chinese translations of Jane Eyre, 2018-19. English and College Honors thesis on Victorian fake news, 2018-19. English and College Honors thesis on Dracula, 2016-17. English and College Honors thesis on Charlotte Bronte, 2012-13. English Honors thesis on George Eliot, 2012-13.  Washington Semester thesis, Spring 2013.  English Honors thesis on the Brontes, 2011-12. English Honors thesis on George Eliot, 2011-12.  English Honors thesis on representations of ‘Oxbridge,’ 2010-11. Washington Semester thesis, Spring 2010.  College Honors thesis on Jane Austen, 2007-08. English Honors thesis on George Eliot, 2007-08.  

Second Reader: English Honors thesis on dystopian fiction, 2022-23. English and College Honors thesis on H.D., 2017-18. English and College Honors thesis on Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 2016-2017. English Honors thesis on Emily Dickinson, 2015-16. English and College Honors thesis on George Eliot, 2013-14.  English and College Honors thesis on the nineteenth-century asylum, 2011-12.  College Honors thesis on ghost stories, 2010-11.  English Honors thesis on Charlotte Bronte, 2008-09.  English Honors thesis on the Brontes, 2007-08.

Harvard University

Committee on Degrees in History and Literature:  Sophomore seminar on British and American 
history and literature from 1700-present, 2005-06 (co-taught with an American historian); Individual tutorials in 19th and 20th century British and American history and literature, 2001-06.

Freshman Seminar Program: The Novel of Manners: Austen and Woolf, Spring 2006
Department of English and American Literature and Language:  Small seminars for juniors in 
Honors Program including The Brontes, Spring 2004; Nineteenth-Century Gothic Fiction, Fall 2003; and The Long Nineteenth-Century: British poetry and prose from 1750 to 1918, Fall 2000.  Teaching Fellow for departmental courses including Major British Poets 1830-1900, Prof. Erik Gray, Spring 2003; The Gothic, Prof. Ann Rowland, Fall 2002; The British Novel From Austen to Conrad in its European Contexts, Prof. Philip Fisher, Fall 2001 (Head Teaching Fellow); The Nineteenth-Century British Novel, Prof. Elaine Scarry, Spring 2001; and The English Novel from Defoe to Woolf, Prof. Jesse Matz, Fall 2000.

Thesis Advising:  Primary advisor Senior Honors Theses on Byron, George Meredith, and Daphne Du 

Maurier, 2002-05; primary advisor for Senior Honors Thesis on Henry Fielding, 2000-01.

Brandeis University

Guest Lectures: Persuasion lecture, Austen and Eliot, Prof. John Plotz, November 2023; Tennyson lecture, Nineteenth-Century British Survey, Prof. John Plotz, March 2005; Bleak House lecture, Nineteenth-Century Novel, Prof. John Plotz, November 2003.
VII.  Academic Service 

College of the Holy Cross

English Department:
Curriculum Committee, member, 2022-23; Chair, 2015-16
Targeted External Review Committee, Chair, 2019-21
Committee on What To Do With an English Major, Member, 2018-19
Search Committee, Milton through the 18th Century, Member, 2016-17
Director of the English Honors Program, 2009-13
English Honors Committee, Chair (2009-13) and Member (2023-24, 2014-19, 2007-08)
Faculty Advisor to Sigma Tau Delta and Literary Society, 2007-08

College: 

Class Dean, Class of 2027

Adhoc Committee on College Honors Program, 2023-24

Committee on Tenure and Promotion, 2021-23
Montserrat Cluster Director, Core Human Questions, 2018-20
Committee on Faculty Affairs, Member, 2019-20, Spring 2018, 2016-17 and 2009-11
History Department External Review Committee, Spring 2018
Academic Affairs Council, Member, 2015-16
Committee on Faculty Scholarship, Member, 2011-13
Mellon Summer Research Fellowship Selection Committee, Member, Spring 2012, 2011
Interviewer for College Honors, Washington D.C. Program, ongoing
Service to the Profession
Site organizer, Northeast Victorian Studies Association Annual Conference, Holy Cross, April 2024.

Victorian Literature and Culture Seminar, Mahindra Humanities Center, Harvard University, Co-Chair 
(2018-2022); Co-organizer of Annual Graduate Student Panel (November 2006-2018, 2022)

Program Committee, Member (2021-24, 2006-10) and Chair (2008-09), Northeast Victorian Studies 

Association Annual Conference

Referee for Oxford University Press (2024), Victorian Studies (2020), PMLA (2016, 2013), Journal of the History of Ideas (2014), Notes and Queries (2014), Victorian Periodicals Review (2012), Victorian Review (2011), Literature Compass (2007)

Tenure reviewer, Sewanee, The University of the South, 2024
Conference Committee for 2014 Conference, Member, International Society for the Study of 

Narrative

Conference Committee for 2013 Conference, Member, North American Society for the Study of 

Romanticism

Harvard University

Committee on Instruction, Member, History and Literature, 2005-06

Graduate Advisory Committee, Member, English Department, 2004-05

Child Memorial Library, Co-Coordinator, English Department, 1999-2004
