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Why Composting and Food Waste Education?

- Each year in the U.S. 119 billion pounds of food is wasted
- In 2021, globally 931 million tons of food were wasted

- Food waste releases greenhouse gasses, which contributes significantly to 
climate change 

- Compost acts as a carbon sink, diverting food waste from landfills and 
incinerators, while simultaneously creating fertile soil

- It is important to educate students about composting early on so they are 
aware of their collective impact and know how to reduce their waste



Our Community Partners:



Deliverable

Interactive and 
Engaging Presentation 

Slides   

Design engaging slides 
that follow the 
Massachusetts Fifth 
Grade Curriculum 
Framework, with a 
focus on food waste, 
bacteria, and an 
interactive component. 

Multimedia 
Component

Use a new media form 
to better engage the 
students, rather than a 
normal class lecture. 
This can be achieved 
through a video or 
animation. 

Lesson Plan 

Create an addition that 
makes this project easy 
to replicate for future 
teachers or students. 
This will take the form 
of a classic lesson plan 
with a script and 
directions for carrying 
out the activities. 

Take-home 
Flyer for 
Parents 

White a short 
informational flyer for 
the students to bring 
home to their families 
to spark further 
conversation. This will 
also provide further 
information if parents 
are interested in 
getting involved. 

In-class 
Activity

Make an in-class 
activity for student to 
fill out during the 
presentation to keep 
them engaged. This 
interactive activity will 
take the form of both a 
worksheet and a 
coloring page. 



Final Project Walkthrough 

● Slides
● Interactive Video
● Take-Home Flyers
● Kids Worksheet
● Learning plan

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O4wRZ6NiDigzzYlO2QafFg9chn67q44-7Xb0KrSoIoo/edit#slide=id.gd1bf8d60a4_0_0


Animation!

*Created with Adobe Express Studio

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11Zo8fJ3h-tvgQdROid-L_mGZ3pi2dUwO/preview


English Translation



Spanish Translation

Special thanks to Jacqueline Dominguez for the translation edits and 
proofreading!



Portuguese Translation



Vietnamese Translation

Special thanks to Khoa Kennedy for the translation edits and proofreading!



Interactive Worksheet Activity:



Learning Plan:



Takeaways

What we learned

○ How to boil down complex scientific concepts into a digestible format
○ How to create an engaging lesson plan 
○ How to collaborate with community partners and implement their input 

Future steps 

○ Distribute our educational resources more widely throughout Worcester Public 
Schools.



A Special Thanks 

to…

- Professor Mitchell for the continued help and 
support throughout the semester!

- Ms. Barrows for willing to incorporate our 
lesson plan into her classroom!

- Gean Grobe at Black Earth Composting!

- Miranda Hotham, Worcester Zero Waste 
Coordinator 

- everyone at the Donelan Office of Community 
Based Learning, Teaching, and Engaged 
Scholarship. 

- and everyone who helped with our translations, 
specifically Khoa Kennedy for the Vietnamese 
translation and Jacqueline Dominguez for the 
spanish translation! 


