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“Lost  No More”
The “Moose” Hanlon article in your
spring ’04 issue was extremely moving. I
knew “Moose” mainly from playing with
him in the intra-squad games that sup-
plemented the regular baseball schedule,
soon to be jettisoned completely because
of the war. The intra-squad games were
part exercise in normalcy, and part
accommodation to a national physical
fitness program. I can still see Jack Barry
and Hop Riopel, our baseball coaches,
leading student calisthenics behind
Kimball Hall. A few looked down from
the cafeteria windows, whimsically as I
recall. But the fate of Moose Hanlon and
too many others was about to tell us that
the stakes had turned deadly and moved
close to home. I often think of the col-
lege-mates who never made it back, and
my heart aches yet.

John G. Deedy, ex-’44, ’48
Rockport, Mass. 

“Eating Disorders”
As a very recent alum (as of May 28), I
wish to express my distress over Mr.
Glavin’s letter in the spring issue of Holy
Cross Magazine. Mr. Glavin seems to be
under the impression that the magazine
simply serves to paint a rosy picture of
days gone by for the alumni of the col-
lege. I was under a different impression
— that the magazine was for the Holy

Cross community, young and old, current
and former students. I applaud your deci-
sion to bring to light a problem that is,
sadly, not new to Holy Cross. As disturb-
ing as Lauren’s painting may have been,
even more disturbing is the reality that
faces us when we choose to deal with
eating disorders. It is not the article that
is disgraceful, but rather the blind eye
Mr. Glavin seems to turn to a serious
medical problem.

Erin Bartram ’04
Sharon, Conn. 

* * *
I should have sent this letter within days
of receiving the provocative cover of the
fall 2003 issue covering the subject of

eating disorders. I suspected that many
readers would find the cover image a
grotesque and repulsive reminder of
addiction (“Readers Write”).  Yet, I
wanted to commend the editors for the
bold move. The article comforted and
reassured me to know about programs
that did not exist in the early days of
coeducation. My female classmates sat
back and watched our friends engage in
dangerous health behaviors, such as self-
induced vomiting and restrictive dieting,
but we felt helpless. We whispered and
worried among ourselves about how thin
and weak, and eventually depressed, a
friend would be looking, but we didn’t
know what to do. There were no support
groups, no educational programs, certain-
ly no nutrition classes. We really didn’t
even have the language to describe what
we were witnessing. So it is not surprising
that some readers would find the topic
disturbing. But disordered eating is very
prevalent on college campuses and wor-
thy of exploration, as are many other
risky behaviors practiced by young adults,
in this new century as well as in the last
several decades.

Janine Clifford-Murphy ’79
Registered Dietitian
Dedham, Mass.
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Editor ’s  Note

P
Moment by MomentReflecting on

the Holy Cross Experience

erhaps more than any other communi-
ty, a college campus marks the rhythm
of life with intensely emotional arrivals
and departures. The momentous and
public nature of commencement,
reunion, convocation and homecoming
get the most attention — as well as sev-
eral pages in this issue. But for all of us
traveling to and from College Hill over
the years, the private, more intimate
occasions are what truly give shape to
our lives at Holy Cross.

I’m new to campus, but not to the
Holy Cross family. My great-uncle was
Rev. Michael Earls, S.J., Class of 1896,
a writer and poet who also served as a
teacher and administrator at the
College for many years. His sister (my
maternal grandmother) was a musician
who composed the 1919 version of
Linden Lane (although, apparently, the
spirit of the times kept her from being
fully acknowledged: she is credited only
as EL.C. Earls on the sheet music). My
father, Owen ’50, my late uncle, Robert
’53, my sister Jane ’82 and many friends
and relatives have let me in on their
own Holy Cross experiences and mem-
ories. Plus, having grown up in
Worcester, I knew my way around the
Hart Center, Fitton Field and Hogan;
and every trip in or out of town was
marked by the sight of Fenwick and
O’Kane from I-290.

So, I always saw this as a special
place. But that didn’t prepare me for the
emotional wallop of coming “home” to
Holy Cross.  

This spring and summer I gained a
new perspective on the distinctive cul-
ture that exists here and among the
wider community of alumni and friends
of the College.  Attending events that
happened to be associated with those
“momentous” college occasions —
award programs, alumni gatherings,
Commencement — I saw Holy Cross
reveal itself in small moments,
exchanges and gestures:  

Associate Professor of music
Osvaldo Golijov hurrying to the stage
to embrace the musicians of the Kronos
Quartet who so beautifully performed
his work during the Sanctae Crucis din-
ner honoring alumni achievement . . .

The laughter and tears punctuating
Class Dean Victoria Swigert’s address at
the ALANA dinner on the eve of
Commencement, as she acknowledged
each student with a personal recollec-
tion . . . 

The mix of excitement, pride and
trepidation on the faces of a soon-to-be
first-year student and her parents step-
ping up to the Gateways orientation
registration desk in Hogan . . .

The quiet descending on a hotel
ballroom filled with New York area
alumni as poet Billy Collins ’63 read
from his work Questions About Angels.

In this issue, you’ll certainly find
other “moments” that uniquely
informed the experience of Holy Cross
— Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist
Edward P. Jones’ account of spotting his
mother in the crowd at his 1972 gradu-
ation (Page 25); Joseph Califano’s
memory of how Fr. Henry Bean’s rheto-
ric class taught him “to think on his
feet” (Page 17) — to cite just two
examples. 

If these pages inspire you to reflect
on your own classroom experiences, we
hope you’ll consider submitting an essay
about “The Teacher Who Changed My
Life.” We’re gathering these for a future
issue of Holy Cross Magazine. You’ll find
more information about this at
www.holycross.edu. 

On behalf of everyone at Holy Cross
Magazine, I hope you enjoy the report-
ing and reflections in this issue. 
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system for two years, Mortorano wants to pur-

sue her Ph.D.; she eventually hopes to start her

own charter school.

In her valedictory address, Mortorano

called upon her fellow graduates to be moral

leaders in a chaotic world. “As this season

closes in our Holy Cross chapter, I hope all of

us recognize that today is not ‘as good as it

gets,’” she said. “Rather, today testifies to the

continuing challenge, as we as individuals and

as a community strive to live up to our liberal

arts mission — a mission rooted in questioning

and evolving. As we reflect upon our identity

as Crusaders, we recognize that Holy Cross’

history and our own have been defined by the

struggle to balance who we are with who we

could be. Embarking toward an uncertain

future, I am more than hopeful that all of us will contin-

ue to embrace our developing notions of truth, identity,

and humanity.

“It is (the) courage to speak hard truths and defend

notions of love — in the midst of a culture that may not

always understand — that will define our future course as

teachers, lawyers, doctors, parents, activists and visionar-

ies,” Mortorano said. “As we sit here today, let us be

assured that the season has approached for the Class of

2004; the season has approached for the College of the

Holy Cross. We have the potential to be the front-runners

in a world that is crying for moral leadership. The call is

there … the question is whether we will continue to

answer; the question is whether we will continue to

speak.  If the future in any way resembles our past four

years, I have nothing but faith and confidence in our abil-

ity to foster a love that transcends our culture.”

all photos by John G
illooly
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NEW DEANS Named

n June 10, Stephen C. Ainlay, vice

president for academic affairs and

dean of the College, announced the

appointment of two associate

deans: Margaret Freije, assistant

dean for curriculum management

and associate professor of the

department of mathematics and

computer science; and William

Morse, associate professor of the

English department.  

Freije earned her bachelor’s

degree at Boston College and Ph.D.

at Brown University. She came to

Holy Cross in the fall of 1986. A spe-

cialist in arithmetic geometry, Freije

has distinguished herself as a

teacher and faculty member, and,

also, through her administrative

contributions to the College.

Honored with the “Holy Cross

Distinguished Teaching Award” in

1997, she was named a “Woman of

Distinction” by the Girl Scouts in

2003. Freije has served on pivotal

College committees, including the

Social Concerns Committee and the

First-Year Program Committee; she

has been a faculty representative to

the Trustees’ Academic Affairs

Committee. Prior to assuming her

most recent administrative role as

assistant dean for curriculum man-

agement, Freije had been class

dean for the classes of 1999 and

2003.  

Morse earned his bachelor’s

degree at the University of

Massachusetts and his master’s

degree and Ph.D. at Brandeis

University in Waltham, Mass. A

Shakespeare scholar, he joined the

Holy Cross faculty in 1984. In addi-

tion to his involvement with a num-

ber of College programs, he has

served on important College com-

mittees and councils, including the

Graduate Studies Committee and

the Committee on Interdisciplinary

and Special Studies; he has gener-

ously assisted with the Teacher

Certification Program, College

Honors Program and Study Abroad

Program. In recent years, Morse has

been very active in the College’s

efforts at curricular reform. A past

member of the Academic Planning

Action Committee, he currently

serves as a member of the

Curriculum Steering Committee, to

which he had been appointed by

the Academic Affairs Council. His

other responsibilities include mem-

bership on the Finance and

Planning Council as well as the new

Strategic Planning Committee.Margaret Freije

William Morse

John Buckingham

John Buckingham

FREIJE,  MORSE bring wide-ranging 
experience to posts




